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Visit our Church Yard in the Spring when it is 

looking its loveliest with all the spring flowers  
 

Snowdrop 
‘Chaste Snowdrop, venturous harbinger of Spring, 
And pensive monitor of fleeting years!’ 
William Wordsworth, To a Snowdrop (1819) 
 

Genus Galanthus (from the Greek ‘gala’ = ‘milk’ and ‘anthos’ 

= ‘flower’).  Galanthus Nivalis is the best known and most 

widespread. It is native to a large area of Europe.  Although it is often thought of as a 

British native wild flower, it was probably introduced in about the early 16th century.  One of 

its active substances is galatimine, which also occurs in daffodils, and is said to be helpful in 

the treatment of Alzheimer’s disease.  ‘Snowdrops’ was the nickname that the British people 

gave during WW2 to the US army military police because they wore a white helmet.  The 

snowdrop symbolises purity and hope in the language of flowers, but the sight of a single 

snowdrop foretells impending disaster. 
 

Daffodil 
‘I wandered lonely as a cloud 
That floats on high o’er vales and hills, 
When all at once I saw a crowd 
A host of dancing daffodils’ 
William Wordsworth (1804) 
 

Genus Narcissus.  It is native to meadows and 

woods in Europe, North Africa and West Asia.  All 

narcissus species contain the alkaloid poison, 

lycorine, mostly in the bulb but also in the leaves.  

Daffodils are grown commercially near Brecon, 

Wales, to produce galatimine, a drug used to combat Alzheimer’s disease.  The daffodil is the 

national flower of Wales and it is traditional to wear a daffodil or leek on St David’s Day (1st 

March).  Various cancer charities around the world also use the daffodil as a fund-raising 

symbol.  In the language of flowers it symbolises 

rebirth and new beginnings. 
 

Bluebell 
‘The bluebell is the sweetest flower  
That waves in summer air; 
Its blossoms have the mightiest power 
To soothe my spirit’s care.’ 
Emily Bronte, ‘The Bluebell’ (published 1846) 
 

Genus Hyacinthoides.  The common bluebell is 

‘Hyacinthoides Non-Scripta’ and is protected under UK 

law.  It grows in many countries throughout the world but is at its densest in the British 

Isles, where ‘bluebell woods’ are a common sight. Its flowers are usually strong and sweetly 

scented.  The Spansh bluebell, ‘Hyacinthoides Hispanica’, has also become common now, having 

been imported via gardens and gardeners.   In the language of flowers the bluebell symbolises 



humility and gratitude and is associated with constancy and everlasting love.  It is said to call 

the fairies when rung!  But it is considered unlucky to bring bluebells indoors. 
 

Celandine 

The lesser celandine is Ranunculus Ficaria.  It prefers 

bare damp ground.  In Britain it is considered to be a 

persistent garden weed because of its root tubers.  

According to the Oxford English Dictionary ‘celandine’ 

comes from the Latin ‘chelidonia’, meaning ‘swallow’.  It 

was said that the flowers bloomed when the swallows 

returned and faded when they left.  It is sometimes 

called the ‘spring harbinger’ as it flowers from March to 

May.  It used to be known as ‘pilewort’ as it was used to treat piles.  Its leaves are high in 

vitamin C.  In the language of flowers it is symbolic of future joy. 
 

‘There is a flower, the Lesser Celandine, 
That shrinks, like many more, from cold and rain; 
And, the first moment that the sun may shine, 
Bright as the sun itself, ’tis out again!’ 
William Wordsworth (1804) 
 

 Take a stroll around the church yard this spring and see what other flowers you can 

find – there will be purple crocus, blue forget-me-not, white daisy and many more. 

 

Recent Events ……. Back in September we had our local police officer, Paul Jameson, as our 

guest speaker.  He has a special responsibility for the protection of wildlife and it was this 

aspect of his role which was the subject of his talk.  It was a very interesting topic and 

revealed the importance of this work and the need to be aware of the wildlife in our own 

area.  Paul's talk was appreciated by the many people who attended and we are grateful to 

him for giving his time to support us. 
 

The following month, Janet Stain, from Sheffield, gave us an entertaining and revealing talk 

entitled 'Knickers, a brief history'.  We enjoyed Janet's visit and hope to have another talk 

by her this year when her topic will be 'Ration book fashion' - so look out for details and 

come along for an evening to increase your knowledge and have a laugh at the same time (a 

rare combination!)  Again we are grateful for her generous gift of time and expertise. 
 

As we embark on the restoration project on Canon Sorby's grave, we will be seeking to raise 

the funds required through events like these and we rely on the support of others who are 

keen to preserve our heritage.  Do come along and enjoy being part of what's happening in our 

beautiful and historic churchyard. 

 

Christmas Cards 

A HUGE THANK YOU to all who helped with our sale of Christmas cards: 

to Marie and Robert Taylor of ‘The Showhouse’ furniture store, who 

sponsored our first print run of the cards; to Darfield Library, Darfield 

Post Office, the Card Shop on Snape Hill and Carmen 

Hancock-Jones, who all displayed the cards for sale; 

and, of course, to all of you who bought them.  Your 

support enabled us to sell a total of 330 cards, and profits have been 

added to our funds in readiness for our next projects (see end of 

newsletter) 

 



Spotlight on ……. John Bushby (two of them!) 
 

We actually have four generations of John Bushbys buried in the churchyard, but 

this spotlight will focus mainly on the middle two. 
 

The oldest John Bushby (1) buried in our churchyard was born in 

1778.  He lived most of his life in the West Yorkshire area, but 

must have resided in Darfield at the time of his death, aged 82, in 

1860.  He is buried near the main path of the churchyard along with 

his grand-daughter and two grandsons.  There is a large memorial.  
 

 His son, John Bushby (2) was born 1820 in Castleford.  He appears 

to have arrived in Darfield at around the age of 8 when he came to 

live with his guardian, Thomas Belchier, in Vicar Lane.  He later 

inherited land in Vicar Lane in 1843 from a relative, James Bagshaw.  

Following his schooling he had joined the army, serving with the 

West Yorkshire Regiment.  He distinguished himself there by being presented with a 

ceremonial sword in 1847 for being the finest swordsman in his regiment.  (His great-great-

granddaughter still has this sword.)  He and Jane (nee Gray) had six children.  The eldest, 

Thomas, emigrated to the USA in 1870 and made the US army his life’s career, serving in 

Cuba, North Carolina and New Hampshire.  He married over there and we could fill a whole 

page with his story – but not just now!   The next eldest was a daughter, named Annie, who 

married Henry Gamwell who became a publican at the Cross Keys and a well-known Darfield 

character himself.  John Bushby (3) was the fourth child but more about him later.  
 

John Bushby (2) became a land owner and proprietor in Darfield. Family historians amongst 

you will probably recognise his name as he was census enumerator for Darfield in at least 

1861. He was at one time chairman of Darfield Cricket Club and a long-time patron.  On the 

1861 and 1871 censuses he is shown as living at Snape Hill, 

Darfield, with an occupation of ‘landed proprietor’. In his later 

years he was part of an interesting court case when he sued 

Thomas Wilkinson and Joseph Taylor, highway surveyors, at 

Barnsley County Court, for raising the level of the road in Vicar 

Lane and making a deep channel next to it.  This caused flooding 

to his land, and he further insisted that Vicar Lane was not a 

public highway so they had no right to carry out the work.  The 

court case ended in something of a ‘draw’, the judge finding that 

it was indeed a public road but also ruling that the channel was a 

danger and must be removed. John Bushby (2) died in 1897 and is 

buried in the south west part of the church yard (near to the 

church hall car park).  He, also, has a very grand memorial with an urn 

and draped shawl on top.  This memorial commemorates John Bushby 

and wife, Jane.   
 

John Bushby (3) was born in Darfield in 1860.  He was educated at 

Darfield National School and Brampton Academy.  He was very much 

involved in the life of the church and village, being choirmaster at St 

Matthews, Low Valley, for several years as well as a church warden at 

All Saints Parish church around the 1890’s.  He also played cricket 

regularly for Darfield Cricket Club in the 1880’s and at various times 

held the positions of Captain, Secretary and Treasurer.  He was even a 

prominent member of the old Middlewood Hall Minstrel Troupe, who 



were popular entertainers in their time.  In 1883 he received a certificate from the Royal 

Humane Society for rescuing a boy from the River Dearne when in flood. 

He was appointed Registrar at Wombwell in about 1890 and moved home there.  He held that 

position until 1921 when he accepted a similar position in Barnsley.  He retired in 1938 having 

attended a banquet in London in 1937 to celebrate the centenary of the registration of 

births, marriages and deaths.  At that banquet he was presented to HRH the Duke of Kent as 

being the oldest registrar in England. 
 

He married Annie Slater in 1888 at South Kirby.  They had two daughters and a son (another 

John Bushby (4), who died 1921 from pneumonia which was made the more severe as he had 

suffered from the effects of gas in World War І.  He was just 28 and left a wife and young 

son).  John Bushby (3) died in December 1945, aged 85.  He is buried with his wife, Annie, and 

son, John Albert Gordon, next to the bottom path in the church yard, in a double grave.    
 

The strange thing is that, although there is a 

substantial stone surround to the double grave 

and although the grave was bricked, there is no 

headstone and no inscription.  We have checked 

and can find no trace and no record of a 

headstone.  Considering the grand memorials to 

his parents and to his grandfather and siblings, 

as noted above, and also his stature and 

importance in the community, as well as the fact 

that he was not without funds, it seems very 

strange that there is no headstone at all.  Yet another of Darfield church yard’s mysteries!  
 

OOUURR  CCUURRRREENNTT  AANNDD  FFUUTTUURREE  PPRROOJJEECCTTSS  AARREE………………………………....  
 

North Side of the Church 

With the help of the Community Payback Scheme workers, the 

small part of the churchyard on the north side of the church 

is being cleared, tidied and levelled near the church.  This has 

also helped the work that they have done for the church itself 

on the drainage system around that side.  We are now making 

enquiries about laying the gravestones, which are currently in 

a pile of about 28, flat along this side of the church. 
 

Canon Sorby’s Grave 

The cross on this gravestone is becoming insecure and 

unsafe and the lettering is becoming illegible.  As Canon 

Sorby was such an important figure in the life and 

history of Darfield Church, it has been decided that our 

next project is to restore his grave.  If you are reading 

this and are a relative/descendant of Canon Sorby could 

you please get in touch with us within the next couple of 

months so that we confirm that you have no argument 

with our proposals? 
 

Our newsletters (including back copies) are now also available to view on the FODCY pages on 

Darfield All Saints Church Web Site – www.darfieldallsaintschurch.org.uk 
This newsletter was written, and photographs were taken, by Glenice Smith, Sheila McMillan and Kay Valentine 

Photograph of John Bushby by kind permission of Mrs J Austwick 

http://www.darfieldallsaintschurch.org.uk/

